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VILLAGE  OF  HALKIRK 


LOCATION 

Section  24-38-16-W4  in  Gensus  Division  No.  8.  This  location 
is  159  miles  south  and  east  from  Edmonton  or  78  miles  straight 
east  from  Lacombe  on  Highway  No.  12  and  on  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  branch  line  between  Lacombe  and  Coronation. 


ALTITUDE 

2,734  feet  Latitude  52/17  Longitude  112/09 

TEMPERATURE 

Mean  summer  temperature  55°F 

Mean  winter  temperature  21°F 

Mean  yearly  tonperaturo.  35°f 

RAINFALL 


Average  yearly  rainfall 
Average  yearly  snowfall 
Total  yearly  precipitation 


12,20  inches 
34.90  inches 
15.69  inches 


Note;  The  foregoing  figures  regarding  temperature  and  rainfall 
are  estimated  from  data  obtained  from  the  nearest  weather  stations. 
There  is  no  definite  record  of  all  weather  conditions  in  this  dis- 
trict . 


GEOLOGY 

The  rocks  underlying  the  glacial  deposits  in  this  area  are  sand- 
stones and  sandy  shales  that  were  deposited  In  the  large  fresh- 
water lakes,  which  covered  the  region  in  an  age  termed  Upper 
Cretaceous  by  the  geological  time  scale.  These  sediments  which 
are  named  the  Edmonton  formation,  are  coal  bearing,  and  in  some 
parts  of  the  province  contain  fossil  remains  of  the  dinosaur. 

SOIL 

This  district  lies  in  a dark-brown  soil  zone, 

Pr of i le  - In  the  normal  profile,  the  surface  (A)  horizon  averages 
about  7 inches  in  depth  and  is  dark  brown  in  color.  The  (B) 
horizon  is  brownish  and  the  lime  layer  (Bca)  Is  found  usually  at 
depths  of  20  to  24  inches  below  the  surface.  In  this  zone,  as  in 
other  zones,  the  (B)  horizon,  having  received  some  finer  materials 
from  the  (A)  is  usually  somewhat  heavier  and  more  compact  than  the 
(A)  horizon. 


Fertility  - Moisture  continues  to  be  the  principal  limiting  factor 
m crop  production.  Soils  in  this  zone  are  relatively  low  in 
nitrogen  and  organic  matter,  but  are  higher  In  these  constituents 
than  soils  of  the  brown  soil. 

Vegetation  - Chiefly  short  grass  prairie.  The  grass  makes  a denser 
cover  and  taller  growth  than  in  the  brown  zone. 

Land  Use  - Only  the  better  soil  types  can  be  considered  arable. 

The  remainder  generally  is  good  pasture  land.  Wheat  is  grown 
almost  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  crops.  Cropping  practices 
must  provide  for  conservation  of  moisture  and  control  of  soil 
drifting.  The  best  quality  wheat  in  the  province  is  grown  in  this 
and  similar  grassland  zones. 


HISTORY 


The  village  of  Halkirk  was  named  after  the  town  of  Halkirk,  in 
Scotland,  The  pioneers  of  this  district  were  homesteaders  who 
filed  on  the  land  in  1905.  Many  of  these  early  settlers  are 
still  in  the  district  and  have  large  farms,  others  are  estab- 
lished in  some  local  business. 

The  first  general  store  was  built  and  operated  by  H.  E,  Higgins, 
who  used  part  of  his  store  for  the  district  post  office  and 
served  as  postmaster. 

Prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  railway,  mail  was  carried  by  horse 
and  buggy  from  Stettler,  a distance  of  54  miles  for  the  round 
trip  that  occupied  two  days. 

Shortly  after  the  first  store  was  opened  Mr,  Hood  built  and 
operated  the  Hood  Hotel. 

When  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  was  completed  between  Lacombe 
and  Coronation,  the  village  developed  as  a distributing  point 
for  settlers  to  the  south,  and  several  grain  elevators  were  erec- 
ted. 

In  a deep  ravine  several  miles  north  of  the  village  outcroppings 
of  coal  were  found,  and  the  first  coal  mine  was  opened  in  the 
fall  of  1909  by  Charlie  Sly. 

Halkirk  was  erected  as  a village  February  10,  1912. 

LIVING  CONDITIONS 


Halkirk  is  a typical  prairie  village  with  four  grain  elevators, 
and  sufficient  stores  and  business  establishments  to  serve  the 
needs  of  the  village  and  surrounding  district.  There  is  a con- 
solidated school  'with  about  one  hundred  pupils  and  four  teachers 
that  teach  grades  1 - 12.  This  school  is  part  of  Castor  School 
Division  No.  27.  Rural  pupils  are  transported  by  bus. 

The  nearest  hospital  is  at  Castor  ten  miles  east.  A travelling 
health  clinic  from  the  Stettler  health  unit  visits  the  village 
once  each  month. 

There  is  transportation  east  and  west  by  rail  and  bus. 

About  90%  of  the  homes  are  owner-occupied,  and  rents  average 
around  $25  per  month  for  4 and  5 room  cottages.  There  are  about 
65  residences  and  business  buildings.  Three  phase  60  cycle  power 
is  available.  * 

ADMINISTRATION 


The  village  is  governed  by  a council  consisting  of  three  membersj 
one  member  is  elected  each  year  for  a three  year  term,  and  each 
year  the  councillors  appoint  one  of  their  number  as  mayor, 

LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

Is  carried  out  by  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  detachment 
located  at  Stettler  26  miles  west. 

Regulations 


There ^ is  no  building  code,  but  the  council  is  considering  the 
drafting  of  a by-law  to  deal  with  this  subject. 
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Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  Provincial  Health 
Regulations . 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 


There  is  no  organized  fire  brigade.  ¥/hen  fire  occurs,  a volun- 
teer brigade  is  hastily  made  up  from  men  who  appear  at  the  scene 
of  the  fire . 

Fire  fighting  equipment  consists  of  a 45  gallon  chemical  tank 
mounted  on  a two  wheal  hand  drawn  cart. 


1 2 • TAX  STRUCTURE 

Mill  Rate 
Consolidated 
mill  rate  - 43 


13 , AREAS 

Area  of  town  220  acres 

Streets  and  lanes  16  acres 

Public  playgrounds  4 acres 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAINS 
Nil 


% of  Actual  Value 

Land  l'b'0'% 

Buildings  100% 


1949  Assessment 

f lT,3'4o 


Total 


88.305 

$99,645 


15.  WATER 

The  village  water  supplies  are  obtained  from  two  privately  owned 
drilled  wells  and  water  delivered  from  a local  farm. 

The  water  from  the  two  wells  In  the  village  is  considered  by  the 
council  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  they  are  now 
negotiating  for  the  drilling  of  a public  well,  in  order  to  obtain 
a convenient  supply  of  good  water. 

Water  analysis 

Color 
Turbidity 
Ph 

Solids 
Suspended 
Dissolved 
Organic 
Mineral 
Silica 
Iron 
Calcium 
Magne  s ium 
Sodium 
Bicarbonate 
Garb onate 
Sulphate 
Chloride 
Nitrate 
Alkalinity 


trace 

1900 

44 

1856 

6 

0.2 

12 

3 

775 

1963 

trace 

32 

62 

0 

1609 


Parts  per  Million 

trace 

8.6 


•*4  M 


Total  Hardness  45 

Carbonate  Hardness  45 

Hypothetical  Combinations 

Calcium  Carbonate  30 

Magnesium  Carbonate  12 

Sodium  Carbonate  1659 

Sodium  Sulphate  47 

Sodium  Chloride  102 

Organic  Matter  44 

Silica  6 


16 . POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  by  Canadian  Utilities  Ltd0 
at  the  following  rates: 

Domestic 

Available  only  for  lighting,  heating,  cooking,  domestic  power 
and  ordinary  uses  in  houses  and  apartments  used  exclusively  for 
residential  purposes. 

Demand  Charge  #1.00  per  month 
Energy  Charge 

First  25  KWH’ s per  month 

Next  100  KWH's  per  month. 

Excess  KWH's  per  month........ 

Minimum  monthly  bill  #1.50  per  month 

Commercial 

Available  for  lighting  purposes  where  other  rates  listed  do  not 
apply. 


.&</,  per  KWH 
.5/  per  KWH 
.2/  per  KWH 


Demand  Charge 

First  1,000  watts  of  connected  load #1.00 

Each  additional  1,000  watts  of  connected  load .50 

Energy  Charge 

First  50  KWH  Is  per  month 'nd  per  KWH 

Next  200  KWH'  s per  month 6^  per  KWH 

Excess  KWH's  per  month...... ,3^  per  KWH 


Minimum  Monthly  Bill  - equals  demand  charge  but  not  less  than 
#1.50 


Power 

Energy  Char g e 

Firs“t  25'  KWH*  s per  h.p.  connected ...6^  per  KWH 

Excess  KWH's  per  h.p.  connected ....4^  per  KWH 


Minimum  Monthly  Bill  - equals  demand  charge  but  not  less  than 
¥1700  per  h.p.  or~#2.00 

Street  Lighting 


For  each  100  watt  lamp. 
For  each  100  c.p„  lamp. 
For  each  200  watt  lamp. 
For  each  300  watt  lamp. 
For  each  600  c.p.  lamp. 
For  each  500  watt  lamp. 
For  each  1000  c.p.  lamp 
For  each. 250  c.p.  lamp. 


12.00  per 
2.00  per 
3,00  per 
4,75  per 
4.75  per 
5.50  per 
5.50  per 
3,50  per 


lamp  per  month 
lamp  per  month 
lamp  per  month 
lamp  per  month 
lamp  per  month 
lamp  per  month 
lamp  per  month 
Imap  per  month 


Minimum  - #23;,  00  per  month 
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17.  NATURAL  GAS 
None 

18 . L.P.  GAS 

There  are  only  four  propane  units  in  this  district.  All  four 
installations  use  100  lb.  cylinders  which  are  shipped  in  as 
required.  A 100  lb.  cylinder  costs  the  consumer  §8.50. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 
None 

20 0 GOAL 

Coal  supplies  are  obtained  from  local  mines  which  are  located 
6 to  16  miles  north  from  the  village.  Goal  prices  at  the  nearer 
mines  average  $3.50  per  ton  mine  run,  while  from  the  mines  far- 
ther north,  the  prices  average  $5.00  per  ton.  Delivery  is 
arranged  by  individual  consumers . Prices  quoted  are  f.o.b,  mine. 

21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Coal  (sub -bituminous ) 

Wheat 

Coarse  grains 
Livestock 
Poultry  and  eggs 
Dairy  products 
Garden  products 
Sand  and  gravel 
Shale 
Straw 
Wood  fuel 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal 
Post  office 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones 

Municipal 
Town  Secretary 
Fire  hall 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

'There  Is  a 25  bed  hospital  at  Castor  10  miles  east.  A travelling 
health  clinic  from  the  Stettler  health  unit  visits  the  village 
once  monthly. 

.Drugs  and  medical  supplies  may  be  obtained  from  either  of  the  two 
general  stores. 

Garbage  is  collected  once  each  month. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  SERVICES 

(excluding  health  services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Barber  shops  I 

Optometrists  2 visiting  monthly 
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25.  TRANSPORTATION 
Passenger  Service 

dan ad! an  Pacific  Railway  - 1 train  each  way  daily  between 

Lacombe  and  Coronation 

Cardinal  Bus  Lines  - 1 bus  each  way  daily  between  Lacombe 

and  Veteran 

Freight  Service 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  - 1 freight  train  one  way  each  day  be- 
tween Lacombe  and  Coronation 

Halle t Truck  Transport  - 3 trips  each  week  between  Red  Deer  and 

Coronation 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 
None 

2 7 . COMMUNICATIONS 

Canadian  Pacific  Telegraph 
Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Postal  service 

Radio  stations  at  Calgary,  Red  Deer  and  Edmonton 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 
Royal  Bank  of  Canada 

29.  HOTELS 


Halkirk  Hotel 
30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 


No.  of  Rooms 

30 


Single  Rates  Beer  License 
$1.50  up  yes 


None 


31.  CHURCHES 
United 

Roman  Catholic 
Church  of  the  Nazarene 

32.  LODGES 

I.O.O.F. 

Re'bekahs 

33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 
None 


34.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Red  Cross  Society 
Ladies  Auxiliary 


35.  EDUCATION 

The  Halkirk  consolidated  school  is  in  Castor  School  Division  No  27 
are  two  sohool  buildings  with  four  class  rooms, and  4™eac£er* 
Mtoafdnlf  an4  S™468  i-12  taught.  There  are  no 
school  chSS  ?rom  JSal  areaf  bUSe3  tr“8P“htatlon  for 
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36. 

THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Community  Hall 
I.O.O.F.  Hall 

Capacity 

200 

50 

Stage 

yes 

no 

Plano 

yes 

yes 

The  community  hall  is  equipped,  with  a public  address  system  and 
projection  room. 

37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 
None 

38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Junior  Grain  Club 
C.G.I.T. 

39.  SPORTS 


Baseball 
Softball 
Tennis 

Skating  and  Hockey 
Boxing 

40.  FAIRS 

Annual  Rodeo 
1 Annual  sports  day 

41.  HISTORIC  SITES 
None 

42.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool 
Alberta  Livestock  Co-op 

4 3 . INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 

Type  of  Industry  and  No.  of  Estab-  Producer  or  Whole-  Re- 

Business  lishments  Manufacturer  sale  tail 

Banks 

Barbers 
Butchers 

Building  Contractors 
Blacksmith 
Cartage  Delivery 
Electrical  Appliances 
Garages  and  Service  Stns. 

Grain  Elevators 
General  Stores 
Hotels 

Implement  Dealers 
Lumber  Yards 
Milk  Distributors 
Oil  Distributors 
Pool  Rooms 
Restaurants 

Welding  and  Machine  Shops 
Woodworking 


1 777. 

2 

1 .......  1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 . . 

•••• 

2 2 

3 3 

4 Total  capacity  120,000  bushels 

2 2 

1 1 

3 3 

1 1 

1 1 1 

3 3 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 


Sports  Facilities 
Sports  grounds 

Sports  grounds 
1 tennis  court 
1 open  rink 
Community  Hall 
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44.  SITES 

Residential  sites  and  land  adjacent  to  spur  trackage  are  avail- 
able, which  can  be  served  with  electric  po^ver. 

45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  surrounding  district  has  developed  from  grain  growing  to  mixed 
farming. 

There  are  several  small  coal  mines  in  ravines  north  of  the  village 
that  serve  local  requirements.  On  the  west  boundary  of  the  village 
a spur  track  leads  15^  miles  north  to  a strip  mine  with  a 9 ft. 
seam,  owned  by  the  Alberta  Coal  Company.  This  mine  started  opera- 
tions in  1950.  Its  daily  capacity  at  present  is  1,000  tons,  and 
produced  45,238  tons  during  1950  operations. 

46.  TRADING  AREA 

The  trading  area  can  be  estimated  as  16  miles  north,  13  miles 
south,  5 miles  west  and  5 miles  east. 

47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population  - 1946  census  - 1,161 

Town  population  - 1946  census  - 121 
Town  population  May  1951  - 175 

48.  INTERESTING  VIEWS  OF  HALKIRK  AND  DISTRICT 


Township6 


